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OPINION POLLS

Papal business: remembering Franciscus

The final illness, sudden death (on 21 April), and funeral (on 26 April 2025) of Pope Francis
has yet to inspire any UK opinion polls into his life and legacy. However, BRIN has noted a
couple of items that might be of interest to our online followers.

Anticipating the papal succession, YouGov asked 4,671 adult Britons online on 22 April
2025 how much difference it makes to the world who the Pope is. A majority (52%) said it
either did not make very much difference (34%) or it made none at all (18%). Just 10% replied
that it made a great deal of difference, with a further 27% thinking it made a fair amount of
difference. The remaining 11% of respondents did not know. Full breaks by demographics are
available at:

e https://yougov.co.uk/topics/society/survey-results/daily/2025/04/22/7612a/1

The death and funeral of Pope Francis was the news story that commanded by far the most
attention of the British public during the week prior to the latest YouGov/Sky News tracker on
27-28 April 2025, for which 2,040 adults were interviewed. The majority (55%) of respondents
had heard about one or both the papal events in the news, rising to 69% among the over-65s
and 64% of Conservative voters. In his death, the late Pope had certainly pushed the doings of
one Donald J. Trump well down the news agenda. In the previous week’s news tracker,
conducted on 21-22 April, far fewer, 16%, recalled hearing most in the news about the death
of the Pope, which had only occurred and been announced on the morning of the first day of
fieldwork. The news tracker asks the public to say, in their own words, which one news story
they had heard most about in recent days, with the results then categorized by YouGov’s Al
topic model. Data tables for these two particular weekly trackers are at:

e https://d3nklI3psvxxpe9.cloudfront.net/documents/Results Y GNewsTracker 250421

update w.pdf
e https://d3nkl3psvxxpe9.cloudfront.net/documents/Results Y GNewsTracker 250428.

pdf

Christianity, Church, and Bible enjoying ‘quiet revival’, according to Bible Society

As the title implies, The Quiet Revival by Rhiannon McAleer and Rob Barward-Symmons
(Swindon: Bible Society, 2025, 48 pp., ISBN: 9780564039814) is an upbeat assessment of
current attitudes to Christianity, Church, and Bible based on online interviews conducted by
YouGov with 13,146 adults aged 18 and over in England and Wales between 4 November and
2 December 2024. Comparisons are also made with an earlier YouGov survey for the Bible
Society in 2018. In particular, there is emphasis on rising church attendance (from 8% at least
monthly in 2018 to 12% in 2024), notably among young adults aged 18-24 and especially by
young men. As has been well known for decades, such self-certifying polls tend to encourage
aspirational replies about religious identity and practice, with claimed church attendance
considerably in excess of actual church attendance as enumerated in religious censuses or by
denominational authorities. The authors fail to address this phenomenon. Too literal a reading
of these data should, therefore, be avoided. Key findings from the report can be found at:
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e https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/research/quiet-revival
but copies of the full report can only be downloaded after registration. This full report does not
include a copy of the questionnaire and topline results. No data have yet appeared on YouGov’s
website.

BRIN readers may also be interested in another recent major Bible Society report, The
Patmos World Bible Attitudes Survey (Washington DC: Gallup, 2025, 106 pp.), representing a
partnership of the Bible Society with Gallup, which carried out a combination of telephone,
face-to-face, and online interviews with 91,139 adults aged 15 and over in 85 countries and
territories during 2023 and 2024. In the UK, 3,044 online interviews were conducted between
10 January and 9 February 2023. However, the UK data are not readily identifiable in this
initial printed report since the primary analysis is by a series of seven clusters of countries
arranged according to their missiological profile, the UK being assigned to cluster 5
(characterized as ‘a secular context with low interest in learning more about the Bible and a
declining Christian population’), alongside 23 other countries in Europe, North America, and
Australasia, with each cluster further sub-divided into a set of Bible audience groups or
segments. The report can only be downloaded by those willing to register on the Patmos
Initiative website at:

e https://patmos.bfbs.org

Celebrating Easter in the UK in 2025: More in Common and YouGov polls

There were two UK opinion polls about Easter this year that BRIN came across. The first, by
More in Common, explored attitudes to the secular and religious aspects of Easter among an
online sample of 2,277 adults in Great Britain on 11-14 April 2025. Asked which part of the
festival they most associated with Easter, a plurality (43%) mentioned Easter eggs, with the
death and resurrection of Jesus in second place on 24%. A majority (66%) claimed that Easter
is still a relevant festival in modern Britain (27% denying it is), with 57% thinking that Easter
as a Christian festival is still relevant in modern Britain (34% disagreeing). Informed that some
schools have proposed scaling back or cancelling Easter activities in the interest of religious
inclusivity, 71% stated this would be the wrong thing to do and just 13% the right thing to do.
The dataset is at:

e https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/our-work/polling-tables/april-2025-polling-
tables/

The second study was summarized in a YouGov press release on 11 April 2025 entitled
‘How Britons Plan to Celebrate Easter, 2025, based on a YouGov Surveys: Serviced poll of
2,114 UK adults interviewed online on 7-8 April. If the press release is representative, the
questions focused on the socio-economic aspects of the Easter festival/holiday. The sole
reference to religion was the revelation that only 13% of respondents planned to attend a
religious service over Easter (and, in the event, it is unlikely that more than half of these will
actually have done so). The full dataset does not appear to be in the public domain, but the
press release is available at:

e https://business.yougov.com/content/52007-how-britons-plan-to-celebrate-easter-
2025

Claimed volunteering for religious and faith groups during the past year
Given a list of eight options, little more than one in twenty (6%) of the 1,988 British adults
questioned in an online Deltapoll survey on 3—11 March 2025 claimed to have volunteered for
a religious or faith group during the past twelve months. The proportion by demographic group
ranged between 3% and 11%, the latter figure reported by members of GenZ. The majority
(72%) said they had not volunteered for any group in the past year. Data table available at:

e https://deltapoll.co.uk/polls/volunteering-250414
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UK Muslim perceptions and experiences of Islamophobia: Survation poll

On behalf of Islamic Relief, Survation interviewed 507 UK Muslims online on 16-20 March
2025 concerning their perceptions and experiences of Islamophobia in the UK. Data were
weighted by age, sex, and region to be representative of all UK Muslims. Among key findings:
52% of respondents felt welcome as a Muslim in the UK and 34% did not; 60% were worried
about Islamophobia in the UK and 39% were not; 60% considered there had been a rise in
Islamophobia in the UK over the past year and 33% did not; 42% had felt less safe in the UK
over the past year mainly because of Islamophobia, 27% had felt less safe but for other reasons,
and 25% had not felt less safe; 52% found it stressful to use social media due to Islamophobia
and 41% did not; 49% said Islamophobic content on social media made them feel less safe
online while 42% disagreed; 44% avoided using news outlets because of their negative
stereotypes and prejudice against Muslims and 49% did not; and, when applying for jobs, 55%
worried about being discriminated against by employers for being a Muslim and 38% did not.
The dataset is available at:

e https://www.survation.com/archive/2025-2/

Muslim World League poll conducted in Britain — has anybody seen it?

According to a news report cum interview in The Times, 7 April 2025 (pp. 1, 5), the Muslim
World League has conducted a poll of more than 5,000 Britons including more than 450
Muslims. Further details of methodology were not given. The newspaper, whose report has
been widely cited in other media on and immediately after its publication, quoted selectively
from the poll’s findings, highlighting differences, particularly among young people, between
Muslim and general attitudes and values on a range of issues, among them the war in Gaza. A
notable finding was that younger Muslims were ‘more isolated from mainstream politics and
less likely to see integration as an important duty’. No data from the poll have yet been found
on either the Muslim World League or the Muslim World League London Office websites.

FAITH ORGANIZATION STUDIES

Fasting among regular churchgoers: Green Christian survey

The charity Green Christian has published findings from a survey it conducted into fasting
practices among a representative sample of professing Christians who claimed to have attended
church at least once a month on average during the previous year. Fasting during Lent remained
common, with just over half of respondents indicating they had fasted from specific types of
food and/or drink for Lent, the proportion being especially high among Orthodox and Roman
Catholic churchgoers, and least common among the Free Church and independent
denominations. By contrast, fasting from all food for a short period, at whatever time of year,
was most prevalent among Black majority churches, Pentecostal groups, and New Churches.
Abstinence from meat on Fridays was followed by 22% of informants, again disproportionately
Orthodox and Catholic. The Green Christian press release is available at:

e https://greenchristian.org.uk/press-release-survey-reveals-contrasting-christian-
approaches-to-fasting/

UK undergraduates and the Bible

Fusion, the worldwide student mission movement, has published a 4-page report on the online
research it commissioned from Savanta between 20 August and 13 September 2024 into UK
undergraduate engagement with and attitudes to the Bible. Results from the 2,030 respondents
were weighted to be representative of the UK undergraduate population by gender, age, and
full-/part-time status. Of the sample, 39% self-identified as Christian and 36% as no religion,

3


https://www.survation.com/archive/2025-2/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/press-release-survey-reveals-contrasting-christian-approaches-to-fasting/
https://greenchristian.org.uk/press-release-survey-reveals-contrasting-christian-approaches-to-fasting/

COUNTING RELIGION IN BRITAIN, Number 115, April 2025

while 35% said they participated in religious services weekly. Among Bible-related findings,
29% claimed to read the Bible at least weekly; 27% cited lack of time as the primary reason
for not reading the Bible; 50% viewed the Bible as relevant to today’s world; and 44% found
the Bible reliable. The dataset is not available on either the Fusion or Savanta websites, but the
report can be downloaded from:

e https://www.fusionmovement.org/savanta

British Muslims in Numbers: latest update from the Muslim Council of Britain

The Muslim Council of Britain’s Research and Documentation Committee has compiled
British Muslims in Numbers: Census Report Summary, March 2025 (12 pp.) It is largely based
on a fresh analysis of data from the most recent decennial censuses of population for the UK’s
home nations (2021 in England and Wales and Northern Ireland and 2022 in Scotland). An
accompanying press release highlights the strength of British identity among Muslims, their
youthful demographic, and their entrepreneurial spirit. The full report, of which the summary
is a distillation, does not yet appear to have been uploaded to the Muslim Council of Britain’s
website. The summary can be found at:

e https://mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Census-Report-Summary-2025-.pdf

ACADEMIC STUDY

Churchgoing in Edwardian Wales and Scotland

As part of his current project exploring the local and longitudinal aspects of churchgoing in
Britain, Clive Field has just completed a quartet of articles in the Local Historian on religious
censuses conducted by local newspapers in the late Victorian and Edwardian eras. The latest
instalment is: ‘Religion in the Edwardian Age: a Checklist of Local Newspaper Censuses of
Church Attendance, 1901-1913 — Part 2, Wales and Scotland’, Local Historian, Vol. 55, No.
2, May 2025, pp. 155-66. This comprises topographical cum methodological-bibliographical
lists of 20 religious censuses in Wales and 78 in Scotland (66 of the latter being undertaken in
1901 and most of them enumerating, as was the Scottish tradition, just a single service on
Sunday).
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